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PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDS OF PEOPLE WITH RARE AND UNDIAGNOSED DISEASES 
ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE 

Statement 
HON STEPHEN PRATT (South Metropolitan) [9.50 pm]: I rise this evening to highlight to the Council that 
next Tuesday is the launch of the Parliamentary Friends of People with Rare and Undiagnosed Diseases. This new 
parliamentary friendship group has been formed by Hon Donna Faragher, Hon Matthew Swinbourn and me and has 
the dual purpose of raising awareness of these diseases as well as promoting meaningful and effective action. 
This group will aim to provide opportunities for members of Parliament to learn about the needs of people with 
rare and undiagnosed diseases as well as the challenges and opportunities involved in providing care and services 
to them. It also will aim to facilitate communication between people and organisations working with people with 
rare and undiagnosed diseases and members of Parliament; increase awareness and raise the profile of rare and 
undiagnosed diseases in the community generally; raise awareness of the role and opportunity of innovation, data, 
research, policy and national and international partnerships in rare diseases; promote an understanding of the work 
undertaken by health professionals, researchers and organisations that provide care and services to people who live 
with rare and undiagnosed diseases; and champion initiatives that seek to deliver improved outcomes for people 
with diseases. 
I would like to thank Kane Blackman, deputy chair of Rare Voices Australia, the peak national body for Australians 
living with a rare disease; Dr Gareth Baynam, head of the Western Australian Register of Developmental Anomalies; 
and Andrew Bannister, rare disease advocate and current Australian paracycling road series champion, for their time 
and commitment to this new initiative. Next Tuesday will be a fantastic opportunity for all members of Parliament 
to hear more about why the group has been formed and to meet people from the community who have lived experience 
with rare and undiagnosed diseases. 
Recently, I had the fantastic opportunity to visit the Jandakot base of the Royal Flying Doctor Service and tour the 
operations with CEO, Rebecca Tomkinson. I was fortunate to meet some of the inspiring people behind the scenes 
of the operation who work tirelessly to provide world-class health services to rural and remote Western Australia. 
The scope of the operations performed by RFDS WA around the state is nothing short of remarkable. The year 
2020–21 was the busiest year on record, providing critical care to over 10 000 people flying nine million kilometres 
in total and performing more than 16 000 landings across our state. The flying intensive care rooms cover the 
world’s largest and most remote health jurisdiction and have recently played a critical role in delivering COVID-19 
vaccinations in remote communities. This has been critical in delivering vaccinations to First Nations people in 
a culturally responsible manner, which is an essential part of the vaccine rollout. 

During the last term of the McGowan government, we contributed towards the purchase of two new aircraft, PC-24s, 
which have halved patient travel times. The PC-24s and the talented pilots flying them have the ability to land and 
take off on unsealed runways as short as 800 metres, as well as the capacity to transport three stretchered patients 
and two medical teams of four doctors and nurses. I am proud of the continued investment by our government in this 
vital service, ensuring that no matter where people live or work everyone has access to quality care. I would like 
to take the opportunity to thank Rebecca for inviting me to tour the site and for the lifesaving work she and her staff 
do 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
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